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E.O. 11652N/A 

TAGS: PFOR BA QA PK NP 

SUB J : NEPAL FOREIGN MINISTER TO VISIT GULF STATES 

REF: KATHMANDU 0014 76 

1 . UPON AIRPORT DEPARTURE FOR ISLAMABAD, NEPALESE FOREIGN 
MINISTER ARYAL TOLD CHARGE THAT HE WOULD ALSO VISIT BAHRAIN 
AND POSSIBLY QATR ON HIS CURRENT TRIP TO PAKISTAN. 

2. COMMENT: FOLLOWING INDIA'S DECISION TO CUT OFF OIL 
SUPPLIES TO NEPAL IN 1975, NEPAL PURCHASED APPROXIMATELY 
50 PERCENT OF DOMESTIC POL REQUIREMENTS FOR 1975 FROM 
BAHARIN BUT SINCE THAT TIME HAS RELIED ON SOVIET SUPPLY. 

NEPAL IS ANXIOUS VISIT, DESCRIBED AS UNOFFICIAL, IS FURTHER 
EFFORT IN THIS DIRECTION. 
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